
 

HARTING PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the meeting of the Planning Committee held at 6.45 pm in the Harting 

Congregational Church Hall, South Harting on Tuesday 28th August 2018 

Present: Chris Healey (Chair), Sheridan Bowman, Tim Bonner, Sheila Bramley and Andrew 

Shaxson and Hugo Stuttaford. 

In attendance: Trish Walker, Parish Clerk 

40. Apologies for absence: Simon Powys Maurice 

41. Declarations of Interest:  None 

 

42. Members of the Public Present: 31 
 

43. Minutes of the meeting on 9th August 2018: Having been agreed, the minutes were 
signed by the Chairman. 

 
44. Matters of Urgent Public Importance: None. 

 
45. Current Planning Applications: 

45.1. SDNP/18/03926/FUL   
Proposed opening up of existing deer farm to visiting members of the public for 

recreational and educational purposes, including the provision of picnic / rest areas 

and an outdoor children's activity / picnic area; alterations, conversion and 

replacement of existing farm buildings to provide farm shop / butchery, cafe, WC 

facilities and associated stores; siting of temporary cafe and toilets (during the 

construction phase); new building comprising farm business office, education room, 

farm workshop / store and WC's; and construction of car park, paths and associated 

landscaping. 

Sky Park Farm Durford Lane West Harting GU31 5PF 

The applicants were asked if they wished to make a representation, but they felt there 

was nothing to add as the application was transparent, and they were happy to answer 

any questions. 

The majority of the representations from the public concerned the likely impact of the 

increase in traffic. The following areas were covered: 

 The WSCC transport survey did not seem to have captured the real issues and 

hazards, in particular the dangerous turning from the A272 into Durford Lane. 

 The roads both to the south and the north of the Farm are narrow and there are 

few passing places. The area by the medieval bridge is particularly problematic 

for two-way traffic, especially when a lorry or farm vehicle is encountered. 

 The verges are in a bad condition due to heavy vehicles, so cars cannot move on 

to them safely to allow on-coming traffic to pass. 

 The application currently has parking for cars, if the Deer Farm is successful will 

there then be coaches arriving; this will have a great impact on the rural roads.  



 

 Concerns that the picnic area outlined in the plans alongside the Rother might 

encourage usage by people not visiting the farm and create a parking issue on 

Durford Lane itself. 

The applicant confirmed that the picnic area is not open access and, if it were to 

be an issue, it would be managed. 

 If the venture is a success, will it change emphasis and create more 

entertainment offers, further increasing visitor numbers and hence traffic. 

The applicant confirmed that the site is first and foremost a deer farm which is 

being opened to the public: there is no intention to become something else. 

 The condition of the road in this area is already poor, additional traffic will 

exacerbate the problem.  

 In addition to traffic problems, a local business raised concerns about the 

impact that the new shop and tea room would have on their own well-

established shop and tea room which are within 1 mile of the Deer Farm. 

In response to a subsequent question from a councillor, the applicant confirmed 

that the main offer in the new shop will be home-bred venison and there was no 

conflict arising from the contract with a supermarket as there is no requirement 

to provide a specified amount of venison as a condition of that contract. It was 

also stated that it was hoped there could be collaboration between the two 

shops as their primary food offers differ. 

Objection 

The Council’s decision was to raise an objection on the grounds that the traffic survey 
indicates that, as a result of visitors to the Farm, on a typical day there will be more 
than a 20% increase in traffic on Durford Lane to the north of the site, with higher levels 
in the school holidays and at the busiest times. Durford Lane is a historic rural road. 
Where a development will cause an increase of more than about 10% on such a road, 
the SDNPA’s emerging policy SD21 (para 6.1, Pre-Submission Local Plan. September 
2017) states “ …. it must be demonstrated that the changes to traffic levels and patterns 
arising from the development would conserve or enhance the ecological, landscape and 
recreational value of those roads. Cumulative impact must be taken into account”. This 
has not been demonstrated in the current application. 
 

45.2. SDNP/18/02872/HOUS  
Single storey rear extension. 
Pannells North Lane South Harting GU31 5NN 

The Council has no objection in principle, but would like to draw the attention of the 

Planning Authority to the fenestration in the south side of the study as it is intrusive and 

overlooks the adjoining property.  

45.3. SDNP/18/04251/HOUS 
Single storey front entrance extension and single storey extension to replace existing 

conservatory.  

Southcote House Nyewood Road Nyewood South Harting GU31 5HY  

No objection 

45.4. SDNP/18/04402/TPO  



 

Reduce height down to 2.1m on 1 no. Bay tree (T1), crown reduce back to previous 
pruning points on 1 no. Maple (T2) and 1 no. Oak (T3), crown reduce by 2m on 1 no. 
Oak (T4) and fell 3 no. trees (T5-T7) (1 no. Bay and 2 no. dead trees). All 7 no. trees are 
within Area, A1 subject to HT/71/00556/TPO. 

  
Oaklands House Greenfields Close Nyewood South Harting Petersfield West Sussex 
GU31 5JQ 

  

No objection 

 
46. To note any planning appeals:  

None 
  

 
47. To note any planning appeal decision:  

None 
  
  

48. Date of next meeting:  30th September 2018   

The Chairman closed the meeting at 7.50 pm. 




